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and dog Brooklyn sit in the lving room at the Paw House in |

Pet project

Paw House plans $1.5 million renovation to facility

!Hma‘mm Jonnifer Fndmk.PIIM Frankenberg, Mathan Whitehorn (left to right)
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WEST RUTLAMND — This place is
really going to the dogs.

Hoping to build on theirsuccess as
the onty lndging establishment in the
comntry that caters to man's bese
friend and their owners, The Paw
Heuse bed-and-breakiast is plannin
an expansion that includes W b ]_E
cabins,

Owmner Mitch Frankenberg said he's
werking with the town to abtain the
AecEssary inrnalu far the project
which could cost 1.5 million or
mare. He said addienal land would
be acquired and the project would
need town water and sewer.

“Maoctly of what we're (rnJ]jrkml{ing
to daowith the expansion is to double
the size of our overnight capacivg”™
Frankenberg sakd,

Each three-bedreom cabin would
have its own dog room where guests
cotild leave their petsin safety. Plans
also include a 7 1o B, 000sguare-
foot indoor training facility.

“Its going to be i complets state-
of-the-art training facilio.” he said,
“I would even call it 3 doggie recre-
ation centen”

If the necesiary approvils are forth-
coming, construction could begin
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Tha Paw Housa bed-and-breakfast is planning an expansion that includes H

up to 10 cabins.

within six months,

Wile and partier,
Fredreck, said the couple should hayve
the answers to & lot of the zonin
issuees by the end of the month, Boch
sabd that to date town officials have
heen supportive of their plans.
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Formerly the Silver Fox Inn. the
couple purchased the :]lgh[—rm:rm
181k century inn on Clarendon
Avenue six years ago, But they weren't
content to gimply pun o bedaand-
breakfast As dog lovers, they hanked
on the knowledge (hat many dog

1l

wwners were reluctant to board their
pets at a kenonel. g

With Fido in mind. cach of the
eight guest roons has o doggie bed,
e room even has a postarpedic
bed for canines with Bip prollens, All
rooans have dog-related reading mate-
rial, Doggie veminders are scaltered
throughout the inn, Vermont canine
artist Stephen Huneck's prints and
artwork are on display. Flace setrings
in the breakfst room feature “dog”
lanes.

Frankenberg sald ft's no1 uncom-
mon o have 1% 1o 15 dogs at the inn
on A given night,

But the there's more bite than bark
o the inn's commpiiment o il canine
Euesis,

A dog not enly shires its master's

guest room, but are imily considered
partef the family, Pets reulinely joins
at meals and in other activities.
There's a more serious side o Paw
s i well,
In addition to Bethany Basch, who
serves as innkeeper to its human
udtats, The Paw Houwse has tiken on
Whitehorne, a dog training
expert. to work with pets and their
DWNETE,

Whitchorne, a Rutland native,
who learned his dog raining
skills in Bosion.

The?anl.l?rankenber'g, added
! iyt edise

Whitehovie sakd training goes.
heyond ohedience and agility
lessons. "My main focus is really
making sure that (he owners of
these tEJgsund:rsta.n.d b they
communicate with their dogs
and how their dogs communi-
cate  with  them,”  said

ate owners o socialize
their dogs, something that many
pet owners don't do.

Fredreck said the wraining
facility fan't just for guests, bt |
also for “dog owners around
vt vl al'uqunkingfuran ol
look o get their dog trained.”

Contpet Bruee Edwards at
Brice edwands @rudlondherald. com,



